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Flute Day Schedule 


10 to 11 am: DMA student presentations 

Teaching the Beginning Flutist - Gillian Sheppard 
Interpretive Ideas for Folk-Inspired Classical Music - Izabella Budai and 
Alheli Pimienta 

Getting Things Done When Life Happens: Practice Strategies for the Hard 
Days - Laurel Swinden 

11:10 am to 1 pm: Faculty presentations 

Long Tones: Feeling Your Way to Resonance - Leslie Newman 

Using Extended Techniques to Improve Traditional Playing - Stephen Tam 

15-minute break 

The Technical and Musical Challenges of “Daphnis and Chloe” - Nora 
Shulman 

Piccolo Fundamentals - Camille Watts 

1 to 2 pm: Lunch break 

2 to 4 pm: Robert Aitken master class 

Ricci Ebron Mozart - Flute Concerto in G Major, K. 313/285c., I. 

Ellen Meyer, piano 
Sophia Wang Debussy - Syrinx 

Sarah Pollard Bach - Flute Sonata in B Minor, BWV 1030, I. 

Myriam Blardone, piano 

George Harris Chaminade - Concertino for Flute, Op. 107 
Cecilia Lee, piano 

Tristan Durie Bach - Partita in A Minor, BWV 1013 

15-minute break 


4:15 to 6 pm: Rehearsal 

Robert Aitken - Solesmes 

Johann Stamitz - Flute Concerto in D Major 

Franz Doppler - Chanson d’amour , Op. 20 

6 to 7:20 pm: Dinner break 


7:30 pm: Gala concert 


Gala Concert 


7:30 pm 

with Robert Aitken, solo flute, and Faculty of Music flutists 

Robert Aitken, solo flute 


Sequenza, 1, perflauto (1958) 

Luciano Berio (1925-2003) 

Partita in A Minor, BWV 1013 

I. Allemande 

II. Corrente 

III. Sarabande 

IV. Bourree anglaise 

V. Gigue a la Bach (Robert Aitken) 

J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 


Intermission 

Flute Orchestra 


Chanson d'amour, Op. 20 
(Flute choir version: Jan Junker) 

Franz Doppler (1821 -1883) 

Solesmes (2009) 

Robert Aitken (b.1939) 

Flute Concerto in D Major 
(Flute choir version: Jan Junker) 

I. Allegro 

II. Adagio e cantabile 

III. Presto non assai 

Johann Stamitz (1717-1757) 


Biographies 


Robert Aitken 

World renowned Canadian flutist, 
composer and conductor Robert 
Aitken has been honoured with the 
Order of Canada and is a Chevalier 
de I’ordre des Arts et des Lettres 
(France). In 1970, having previously 
served as principal flute for both the 
Vancouver and Toronto Symphony 
Orchestras, Aitken embarked on 
a distinguished international solo 
career that continues to this day. 

He has more than 70 recordings 
to his credit and such notables as 
John Cage, George Crumb, Elliott 
Carter, Toru Takemitsu, Mauricio 
Kagel, Roger Reynolds, Toshio 
Hosokawa, Gilles Tremblay, John 
Beckwith and R. Murray Schafer 
have dedicated works to him. As a 
composer, he holds Bachelor and 
Masters degrees from the University 
of Toronto and all of his works are 
published by Universal Edition, 
Salabert, Ricordi and Peer Music. 

He was director of the Banff Centre 
Winter Program in Music, founder 
and artistic director of Music Today, 
Music at Shawnigan and co¬ 
founder, with Norma Beecroft, of 
New Music Concerts which he has 
directed since its inception in 1971. 

In 2003 he was presented with a 
Lifetime Achievement Award from 
the National Flute Association 
(USA). In 2004, he retired as 
Professor fur Flote at the Staatliche 
Hochschule fur Musik in Freiburg, 
Germany, a position he had held 


for 16 years. In 2009 Aitken was 
the recipient of Canada’s largest 
arts award, the prestigious Walter 
Carsen Prize for Excellence in the 
Performing Arts. He continues to 
be in demand as an international 
soloist and teacher with recent 
performances and master classes 
in Bangkok, Viet Nam, Shanghai, 
Hong Kong, Florida, Germany, Italy, 
Chicago, New Zealand, Slovenia 
(where he was the curator of a 
festival devoted to the works of 
Takemitsu and Hosokawa), Norway, 
Lunenburg, Nova Scotia and Corfu. 

Aitken’s performing and recording 
activities cover an astonishingly 
wide range of music. Some 50 
works have been written for him by 
noted composers and in the past 
decade alone he has given first 
performances of works by Mauricio 
Kagel, Toshio Hosokawa, Henry 
Brant, Charles Wuorinen, Barbara 
Monk Feldman, Alex Pauk, Brian 
Current, Andre Ristic and Michel 
Gonneville among others. He has 
explored the repertoire of the flute 
exhaustively. His Bach recordings 
with the late Greta Kraus, his 
recordings of 19th century 
showpieces by the famous Doppler 
brothers and others, his concerto 
recordings (from Mozart, Quantz, 
and C. P. E. Bach through to 
Nielsen and Schafer), and of course 
his many recordings of avant-garde 
works is a list unmatched by any 
of his contemporaries on the flute, 
and by only a few performers in 


any medium. Of recent note are 
the critically acclaimed NAXOS 
recordings of music by Takemitsu, 
Crumb and Carter with the New 
Music Concerts Ensemble, French 
chamber music for flute with the 
Mirage Ouintet and Flute Concertos 
by Johann Stamitz with the St. 
Christopher Chamber Orchestra of 
Vilnius. 

On the occasion of the presentation 
of the Carsen prize, the jury stated: 
“A masterly force in the world of 
contemporary Canadian music, 
Robert Aitken has demonstrated 
over half a century a tireless 
commitment to its development, 
performance and promotion in 
every corner of the globe. As a 
flutist, composer, interpreter and 
teacher, he is a distinguished 
innovator and continues to exert 
a strong influence on upcoming 
generations.” 

Robert Aitken continues to have 
a busy international career. In 
2016 alone he has performed in 
Philadelphia, Detroit, Pittsburgh, 
Lunenburg, Ljubljana, Beijing and 
San Diego as well as leading master 
classes in Italy. On October 12 
he was featured in Soundstreams 
“Magic Flutes” concert and next 
Sunday, October 23 will perform 
R. Murray Schafer’s Flute Concerto 
with Esprit Orchestra at Koerner 
Hall. 


Leslie Newman 

Leslie made her professional 
debut with the Toronto Symphony 
Orchestra at the age of 18, 
performing Carl Nielsen’s Flute 
Concerto under the baton of 
Sir Andrew Davis. Subsequent 
performances have been broadcast 
by radio and television stations 
in Europe and North America. 

Her debut CD, Beyond the Iron 
Curtain, released by CALA/United, 
was described by Gramophone 
Magazine as an “...immensely 
worthwhile contribution to the 
catalogue.” Her second CD, 

Opera Fantaisie, was described 
as “...faultless, perhaps even 
definitive readings of repertoire 
from the ‘golden age of the 
flute’” (WholeNote). Solo recitals 
have taken her from the world- 
famous Wigmore Hall to Taipei’s 
National Concert Hall, the National 
Museum in Bogota, Colombia and 
Washington’s Phillips Collection. 

Recent performances include two 
recitals for solo flute at McMaster 
University’s LIVELab, the world 
premiere of a new work for flute and 
soprano by Canadian composer 
Anna Hostman at Koerner Hall and 
Marquez’s Danzon No. 3, with the 
Hamilton Philharmonic Orchestra, 
where she plays principal flute. 

Gillian Sheppard 

Gillian Sheppard is an energetic 
flutist who loves to teach and 
perform. Gillian is excited to offer 


the award winning KinderFlute™ 
program in St. John’s, where she 
will be teaching out of her home 
studio and a variety of other 
locations. 

Gillian is currently a student in the 
Doctorate of Musical Arts program 
at the University of Toronto, 
studying piccolo with Camille Watts. 
Gillian has a Master of Music from 
Memorial University, and a Bachelor 
of Music from the University of 
Ottawa. She completed an Artist 
Diploma in Piccolo performance 
at the Royal College of Music 
where she was a student of 
Stewart Mcllwham (piccolo of the 
London Philharmonic Orchestra), 
Kathleen Stevenson (piccolo of the 
BBC Symphony Orchestra) and 
contemporary alto and bass flutist, 
Carla Rees. 

Gillian is well known in St. John’s as 
both a performer and pedagogue. 
She enjoys regular performances 
with the Newfoundland Symphony 
Orchestra as well as Atlantic Light 
Theatre and Et Cetera Theatre. 
Gillian strongly believes in the power 
of music to enhance and improve 
everyday life and enjoys teaching 
flute students of all levels and ages. 
She is looking forward to working 
with children age 4-8 in the new 
Tutti Flutey KinderFlute™ program. 

Nora Shulman 

Nora Shulman, Principal Flute of 
the Toronto Symphony Orchestra 
(TSO), has been a frequent soloist 


with the TSO at home and has 
been featured on major Canadian 
tours. She has also appeared as a 
soloist with the National Arts Centre 
Orchestra, the Detroit Symphony 
Orchestra, the CBC Vancouver 
Orchestra and the Denver 
Symphony. She has participated in 
numerous chamber music concerts 
including those of Amici, the Guelph 
Spring Festival, the Colours of 
Music Festival, Toronto Summer 
Music, Toronto Symphony Chamber 
Soloists and the Faculty Artist 
Series at the University of Toronto. 

Ms. Shulman has recorded 
for Naxos, CBC, Centre Disc, 
and Marquis Classics, and has 
collaborated on recordings with 
Judy Loman, Karina Gauvin, 

Norbert Kraft and Catherine Robbin. 
She has taught at the Faculty of 
Music for more than 25 years and 
is also on the faculty of the Glenn 
Gould Professional School. Former 
students hold positions with most 
major orchestras in Canada, as well 
as with orchestras in the United 
States. 

Laurel Swinden 

Praised for her “sweet and distinct 
tone [...] breathtaking in colour” 
(WholeNote), Laurel Swinden’s 
recent recital presentations include 
performances at the Festivales 
Internacionales Des Flautistas 
in Lima, Peru, National Flute 
Association Conventions, China’s 
Sichuan Conservatory, Canadian 
Flute Conventions, The Toronto 


Latin American Flute Festival and 
the Perimeter Institute. 

Flute faculty at the University of 
Guelph since 2008, Laurel is a 
newly appointed flute faculty of 
the University of Windsor School 
of Creative Arts and the Laurier 
Conservatory’s Beckett School. 

Dr. Swinden has taught courses at 
the universities of Wilfrid Laurier, 
Western, and Ole Miss. Dr. 

Swinden adjudicates at festivals 
across Canada and the US and 
has given clinics, workshops and 
masterclasses by invitation in 
Canada and abroad. 

Dr. Swinden’s debut CD Celebrating 
Women! with pianist Stephanie 
Mara was heralded as “well 
produced and beautifully played” 
{Audiophilia). A second CD, 
Celebrating Canadian Women! 
supported by the Canada Council, 
is forthcoming. 

Laurel earned a DMA in Flute 
Performance as a Fellowship 
recipient at the University of 
Toronto, where she studied with 
Nora Shulman and traverso 
with Alison Melville. Dr. Swinden 
gratefully acknowledges support 
from the Canada Council, Ontario 
Arts Council and Canadian 
Federation of University Women. 

Stephen Tam 

Canadian flautist Stephen Tam 
is the First-Prize Winner of 
the 32nd CBC/Radio-Canada 


National Competition for Young 
Performers. His past concerto 
engagements include appearances 
with the Calgary Philharmonic, 
the Banff Festival Orchestra and 
the Canadian Sinfonietta. His 
performances have been broadcast 
on multiple occasions nationwide 
on CBC Radio. 

As chamber musician, Stephen has 
performed at The White House, 
the Ottawa International Chamber 
Music Festival and the Hong 
Kong Government House. He is 
a founding member of the newly- 
formed woodwind quintet, the 
Sinfonietta Winds. Much in demand 
as interpreter of contemporary 
music, Stephen is a frequent guest 
of Contact Contemporary Music, 
New Music Concerts, Toca Loca, 
the Toronto New Music Projects 
and 5-Penny New Music Concerts 
(Sudbury). 

Stephen is currently the principal 
flute of the Canadian Sinfonietta. He 
has performed with the Cleveland 
Orchestra, the Kitchener-Waterloo 
Symphony and the Ontario 
Philharmonic, and has served as 
principal flute with many choral 
groups around Ontario. 

A dedicated and passionate 
teacher, Stephen is the newest flute 
faculty member at the University 
of Toronto Faculty of Music. 
Concurrently, he teaches flute at 
the Don Wright Faculty of Music, 
University of Western Ontario. 


Camille Watts 

Camille Watts is a member of the 
Toronto Symphony Orchestra flute 
section, and solo piccoloist. Prior 
to coming to Toronto, she was a 
member of the Atlanta and Denver 
Symphonies. In Toronto, she has 
performed with the Canadian Opera 
Company, Belladonna, New Music 
Concerts, and other groups across 
the region. 

Camille is Adjunct Professor in the 
graduate faculty at the University 
of Toronto Faculty of Music, and 
teaches flute, piccolo, chamber 
music and an academic course 
in contemporary performance 
practices. She is also piccolo 
faculty for the National Youth 
Orchestra of Canada. 


We are happy to welcome 
Long and McQuade, 
Haynes Flutes and Yamaha 
to Flute Day. 


Ensemble: Flautas del Fuego 

International flutists Alheli Pimienta 
and Izabella Budai, together known 
as Flautas del Fuego, Canada’s 
premier flute duo, have achieved 
sensational success by taking 
flute to a new level. Their playing 
style has broken down boundaries 
between musical genres from 
classical and folk to world and 
pop. Flautas del Fuego have no 
limits when it comes to performing 
live and are equally as impressive 
playing Bach, Tango, Csardas 
or Mariachi. Flautas del Fuego is 
dedicated to performing the music 
of living composers. As active 
community members, they run an 
international young artist program, 
they direct the annual Toronto Latin 
American Flute Festival, and teach 
at the Toronto Music Academy of 
Canada (Izabella) and the Kingsway 
Conservatory of Music (Alheli). In 
addition to their local performances, 
the duo has appeared as guest 
soloist in Idaho and New York and 
has recently returned from a very 
successful European tour. 



The Faculty of Music is a partner of the 
Bloor St. Culture Corridor 
bloorstculturecorridor.com 





